
LEAVES, LEATHERS AND THE LOVE OF GOD

! Over the next couple of weeks, and then hopefully another couple of weeks in 
the fall weʼre going to be looking back at the beginning - the book of Genesis. Over the 
last several years weʼve had a couple of opportunities in China to disciple new believers 
and weʼve use the book of Genesis to begin from the beginning because the book of 
Genesis really lays a foundation for us in how we see God and how we see ourselves. 
! Now Genesis is not just some fairytale. Not just some “once upon a time...” story. 
A lot of people in our day, unfortunately even within the church, would like us to think 
that it is. But Jesus thought of Genesis as history. Paul thought of it as history.  Genesis 
does not start like a fairytale. It doesnʼt start with, “Once upon a time...” Look at how it 
starts. It starts with this glorious phrase, “In the beginning, God...” 
! Maybe those four words have become old to you, maybe they are words that 
youʼve known from such an early age that you donʼt even think about them anymore. 
But this is really an amazing thing. Notice how the story of the entire Bible doesnʼt start 
like a fairytale or novel. It doesnʼt start with rules. It doesnʼt even start with humans, with 
us. Like any truly great story it starts with the hero of the story - God. This way Genesis 
begins points us to one of the greatest truths we need to understand about the Bible. 
This truth might be shocking. You might need to prepare yourselves for this. Are you 
ready? Hereʼs the truth: The Bible is not ultimately about you! 
! One of my favorite cultural divides in China is sitting down with a Chinese person 
and looking through a photo album of a recent trip they made. Of course if you or I went 
to Beijing, for example, our photo album would be full of pictures of the regular tourist 
attractions. The Great Wall, the view from the top of the Great Wall, The Forbidden City, 
The giant picture of Mao Zedong at the forbidden city, maybe the Olympic stadium. A 
Chinese personʼs photo album would be only slightly different. Youʼd have the great wall 
(*smile*), the view from the great wall (*smile*), ...and so on. Every picture has them in 
it! Chinese people are so self centered! They think the world revolves around them! 
! But just before you think that we North Americans get off the hook. When you 
look at any group picture with yourself in it, whoʼs the person you look at first? Oh, this 
is a great picture...! Everyone in the picture could be not looking at the camera, bad hair 
day, triple chins with their worst side facing the camera, but if you look good itʼs a 
keeper! This plays itself out with facebook now, although Iʼm sure none of you make 
sure youʼre looking good before you post the pictures.
! Our culture as well is very self-centered and we bring this attitude directly to how 
we read an understand the Bible.!But the Bible itself takes our culture of self and gives it 
a beating. “In the beginning, God...” The Bible isnʼt ultimately about you. The Bible is 
about Jesus. Genesis isnʼt ultimately about you. Itʼs about Jesus. Tim Keller states this 
in the form of a question,

Is the Bible basically about me and what I must do, or is it about Jesus and what he has 
done? Do you believe the Bible is basically about you, or basically about him?

You see, the only thing that is going to inflict the death that we need to our self is to lose 
ourselves in him. When we approach the Bible, and in particular the stories in the Old 
Testament, as speaking primarily to us about how we should act and what we should 



be like, as moral lessons, we miss the main point of the stories that is actually going to 
free us from this cycle of self and turn us to God. We miss Jesus. So as we look at 
these stories in Genesis remember this. The Bible is not ultimately about you, itʼs about 
Jesus. The story of Adam and Eve, the story of Cain and Abel next week, are not 
ultimately about you and what you should do, but about Jesus and what he did for us.

! So letʼs move on with the story. Weʼve set the stage that all things start with the 
hero of the story, they begin with God, “In the beginning, God created the heavens and 
the earth.” 
! And God begins to create. He creates spaces. He creates boundaries and 
separation. Light and darkness, sky, land and seas, and then he fills those spaces with 
his creativity. The land sprouts plants, the sun, moon and stars fill the skies, fish and 
sea life fill the oceans and birds are made to populate the skies. The land is filled with 
animals of every kind, bugs and beasts. All creatures spring forth on Godʼs command. 
Planet Earth series - everything from the cave dwelling sub-terranean, Texas blind 
salamander to the Blue Whale, the largest creature on earth, were all created with 
merely a word from the Father of Lights. 
! And finally the crown of creation, Godʼs creates man in his own image. And look 
at how God creates him. Every other creature God creates merely with a command - 
“BE” God says, and they are. But how does God create man? With his hands he takes 
dust from the ground, and he carefully forms man. He shapes his head and neck, his 
torso, his legs and feet... and then he breathes into his nostrils the breath of life. 
(*woosh*) No other creature gets this type of treatment. No other creature has the very 
breath of God breathed into them. 
! God created man for himself. Look at this wonderful position that man is in in the 
garden. God meets every need. He provides a helper for him, a wife in Eve; all the food 
he needs, Iʼm sure Adam must have had an iPhone and iPad; and best of all - intimacy 
for him with God himself. Can you imagine walking with God day after day through the 
most beautiful garden you can picture? 

The Bible tells us that “God saw that everything he had made was good.” It was perfect. 
God delighted in his creation! There was nothing lacking; nothing wrong. But it wasnʼt to 
last.

! In chapter 3 of Genesis this glorious, perfect story takes a disastrous turn; and 
onto the scene comes something that will drastically change everything. Sin enters into 
Godʼs perfect world. All that God had declared as “good” is now stained by this filth, 
infected by this disease called sin.  And for us, the sons of Adam and daughters of Eve, 
their failure is our failure. We become heirs of Adam, we contract this disease called sin. 
And what we see in the garden becomes the fundamental root of all that is wrong with 
the world.!

!



! The pervading view of our age doesnʼt see ourselves and our sin at the root of 
the worldʼs problems. Ask most people how they see mankind and they will say that 
weʼre a race that at on the surface has some flaws, but at itʼs core is fundamentally 
good. Man is generally good, but the problem is with our social and political institutions. 
Hollywood makes this idea marketable with movies like Avatar, preaching a message 
that if people could just free themselves from the negative external influences and get 
back to communing with one another and the world around us weʼd enjoy utopia. 
! But the last 100 years have proved that theory wrong. The 20th century held two 
world wars, the holocaust, genocide in Cambodia, Rwanda and Bosnia, the greatest 
period of human enslavement in the history of the world, and countless other atrocities, 
we have to admit - evil is in our nature. 

! During WW1 The Times of London called upon several great British minds to 
contribute essays on the question “What is wrong with the world?” G.K. Chesterton, the 
brilliant writer who was never at a loss for wit answered the question in the form of a 
letter:

“Dear Sirs: What is wrong with the world? I am. Yours sincerely, G.K. Chesterton.”

! This morning I want to look closely at what Genesis 3 reveals to us about sin - 
and weʼre going to keep it really simple. I only have 2 R words for us to remember! A 
two-point sermon! Weʼre going to talk about the root of sin, two different responses to 
sin - ours and Godʼs.

ROOT OF SIN 

! ! If sin is at the center of all the worldʼs problems, of all of our problems, 
then we need to know what sin is and where it comes from. If I asked you what sin is 
you might say that it is disobeying Godʼs commands, what God has said. If we read 
Adam and Eveʼs story we can get that impression. God said donʼt eat of the tree and 
they ate of the tree - itʼs that simple! But sin is not merely disobeying a commandment. 
There is a root behind all sin. Letʼs look at another verse in the Bible that helps us 
understand where sin begins. Turn with me to Jeremiah 2:13:

“for my people have committed two evils:
they have forsaken me,
the fountain of living waters,
and hewed out cisterns for themselves,
broken cisterns that can hold no water.”
! - Jeremiah 2:13
!
! At itʼs very core all sin is a form of idolatry. Idolatry is replacing God with 
someone or something else. Idolatry isnʼt just carving a peacock out of a piece of wood 
and setting it up in your living to bow down before it. It is saying that something else is 
better than God. That something else is more worthy of our worship, honor, time, 
money, thoughts and affections than God.



! That is the evil that God is talking about in this verse in Jeremiah. Look at it. 
Hereʼs what God says his people have done. They have this source of wonderful, clean, 
pure, refreshing water. Itʼs a fountain. Do you know what living waters were? In any rural 
area you have several different types of water you might be able to drink - there could 
be rain water gathered in pots, or clean ponds, but best of all would be a river or spring 
with a perennial flow. That water was called living water and it was clean and sweet and 
refreshing. A never-ending source of all that Godʼs people need, a fountain of life. And 
instead of delighting in, enjoying, partaking of that wonderful fount what do Godʼs 
people do? They get on their hands and knees and they scratch out from the dirt a 
holding tank for themselves. And in this holding tank they catch rainwater. But this 
holding tank is so bad that it canʼt even hold the water that it catches. So what you end 
up with is a bunch of nasty, filthy mud at the bottom or the cistern. And hereʼs what 
Godʼs people do, here is what we do. Though right beside us we have this fountain of 
pure clean water, we look at this cistern weʼve made for ourselves; we look at the 
muddy, putrid, tepid water in that and we taste it and say - I prefer this to that. Iʼd rather 
have my own water than Godʼs water. Itʼs what Pastor Mike said a couple weeks ago - 
we prefer the dinner of monkey brains and a side of slugs to a turkey dinner. Now what 
does that say about God? What does that say our hearts think about God? It is 
blasphemy against God! That we would in our actions declare that anything else is more 
delightful than the most delightful God, is more satisfying than the most satisfying God, 
is more worthy than the most worthy God. To say that our own way is better than Godʼs 
way.
! Adam and Eve didnʼt just disobey a command - they traded in the satisfying 
refreshing presence of the fountain of living waters to drink polluted water. Here are 
Adam and Eve, they are walking with God in the garden, enjoying perfect fellowship 
with him, everything they would ever need at hand, lacking nothing - and they trade it in 
thinking things will be better if they do it their own way. But how did they get there? They 
got there by believing a lie.

! Look at the way the serpent comes and approaches Eve. (Read 3:1-5) 

He creates this atmosphere of twisting Godʼs revealed truth, what God has said. “Did 
God actually say....?” His tone is one of mocking, itʼs cynical and sarcastic. Itʼs not that 
he thinks Eve wonʼt remember the command God has given her, but he wants to get her 
to buy into a lie. What is that lie? Itʼs that God is not that all-satisfying fountain of living 
water that he claims to be. It is like the serpent comes up and says to Eve - 

“God probably told you you canʼt eat anything in the garden”

Of course that isnʼt what God said - he told them that they could eat of everything in 
the garden except for one tree. But Satan is trying to insinuate something else. 

“Heʼs that type of God you know, he doesnʼt let you have any fun” 
“Heʼs only thinking of himself, heʼs not thinking about you!”



Satan wants to create this atmosphere of doubt, and in the soil of doubt he plants this 
lie that God is not good, that God is not all-satisfying. He says to Eve:

“God knows that when you eat of the fruit your eyes will be opened and youʼll be like 
God.” (v.5)

“God knows....!” Satan says.“God knows what will happen when you eat that fruit”
“He knows if you go out on your own youʼll do better, youʼll be better.” 
“God wants you down. You canʼt trust him, he doesnʼt have your best interest in mind.” 

 ! When we believe this lie; when we begin with doubt about whether God is the 
most satisfying, whether Godʼs ways are the most satisfying, it quickly turns into 
unbelief and then to sin and idolatry. Seeking our own ways, our own vessels of 
satisfaction that always leave us empty and  like cisterns full of mud. 
! This is the root of all our sin. It is saying, “God is not my greatest delight, my 
greatest satisfaction, the source of everything. God is not enough for me.” 
! When we look at sin this way then what is greed? Greed is saying that stuff is 
more satisfying than God. It is saying that God is not satisfying in himself - but if I had 
that iPad, or if I had that new TV, or if I had that car, then I would be satisfied. 
! What is sexual sin? For men itʼs putting down a glass of the finest wine for a 
glass of toilet water. Itʼs trading in the eternally satisfying God for the momentary self-
gratification of another woman or an image on a screen. For women itʼs giving up the 
fountain of Godʼs perfect love and affection for the broken cistern of another manʼs 
affection or the fake intimacy of a trashy romance novel.
! What is the root of bitterness and unforgiveness? Itʼs not trusting and believing 
that Godʼs ways of mercy and forgiveness toward others will bring us greater happiness 
than self-righteousness and holding on to hurts.
! And this idolatry isnʼt just limited to more obvious sin. How many of you have said 
with your words that God is enough, but held in your heart that what would really be 
satisfying above God himself is if your kids are good, and they go to college, and they 
get good jobs and they marry good spouses and they have more good kids. Idolatry. 
Trading in the all-satisfying God, the fountain of living water, for cisterns that donʼt hold 
water.
! C.S. Lewis puts it this way. He says that the problem isnʼt just that weʼre seeking 
greater joy and satisfaction, itʼs that weʼre too happy with less:

“We are half-hearted creatures, fooling about with drink and lust and ambition when infinite joy 
is offered us, like an ignorant child who wants to go on making mud pies in a slum because he 
cannot imagine what is meant by the offer of a holiday at the sea. We are far too easily pleased.”

THE RESULTS OF SIN

! Well, what are the results of this disease of sin? I want to look at three things that 
Adam and Eve do in response to their guilt: they cover themselves, they hide 
themselves, and they try to deflect blame away from themselves.



COVERING

 First they try to cover themselves. Because of their sin Adam and Eve realize 
theyʼre naked and they become ashamed. Isnʼt this everyoneʼs worst nightmare? Iʼve 
heard that might be the most common recurring dream - cutting into the middle of the 
dream with you in your skivvies in a work meeting, or in class. They knew that they were 
naked and so they come up with this brilliant idea! “They sewed fig leaves together and 
made themselves loincloths.” (v.7) So Adam and Eve use their own ingenuity to try to 
cover their shame.
! How often do you and I do this in response to sin in our own lives? Just like 
Adam and Eve we feel ashamed and exposed by our own sin, so we use other things to 
cover up in front of others. We can do this covering up in both apparently religious 
ways, and non-religious ways.
! The religious response to sin is probably the most common for us church-goers. 
Instead of using leaves we try to cover over our sin with righteous works. We try and DO 
“good things” to cover up what weʼve done wrong. Iʼll give you an example of this from 
my own life. When Eli and I have an argument that I know is my fault, do you know the 
first thing I do? Look around the apartment to see what needs to be cleaned up. Are 
there any dishes left to be washed? Do I need to sweep the floor? I try to use DOing 
something to get rid of the shame that I feel.
! The irreligious response to sin is to try to cover our shame with more sin. That 
feeling of shame goes away if I can sin so much that I convince myself itʼs ok. Where do 
we see this in the New Testament? Jesus tells the parable of the lost son in Luke...? 
The son goes off and begins sinning, but because he is so ashamed to go back home to 
his father what does he do? He keeps sinning until he ends up at the absolute end of 
himself. Iʼm sure youʼve seen this around you or done it in your own life. Have you ever 
gotten in an argument with your spouse, or angry with your child where you just let it all 
hang out because you knew you already were sinning, so might as well make it good? 
This is covering our shame with more sin.
! But the problem with using leaves to cover ourselves is that it just doesnʼt work. 
Think about a leaf loincloth. What a dumb idea really, how long do you think the leaves 
are going to stay green? Theyʼre going to die and have to be replaced, theyʼre going to 
rip, theyʼre arenʼt going to stand up over time. Itʼs just the same whether we replace 
leaves with our own acts of “goodness” or more sin to cover up our shame - it doesnʼt 
last. It may work for a time but it canʼt last. We will constantly have to keep “doing” more 
to cover ourselves. What we need is a better, lasting covering.

HIDING

! The second things Adam and Eve do is try to hide. Before the guilt caused by 
their sin, Adam and Eve walked intimately with God. They enjoyed the presence of God 
in the garden with them, they were in conversation together, they were friends. But look 
at the change,

“And they heard the sound of the Lord God walking in the garden in the cool of the day, 
and the man and his wife hid themselves from the presence of the Lord.”



What a change! Adam and Eveʼs relationship with God goes from friendship and favor 
to fear. From communion to closeness to discord. They hide themselves from God. Sin 
always causes alienation between God and us, it breaks intimacy in our relationship. 
What maybe once for you was a vibrant, intimate walk with God is now filled with hiding 
behind trees whenever the presence of God really comes around. Sin brings a break in 
our relationship with God.

BLAMING

! Third comes blame. Look at Adamʼs response when God asks him the simple 
question if he ate of the tree. (v. 12) “The woman did it!” Adam says. “You know how 
women are,”.... “women!” Then God goes to Eve and what does Eve say, “The serpent, 
what a snake he is!” In self-justification they blame someone else for their own sin. THis 
is so common in our society today. Social and political institutions, genetics, 
grandparents, parents, teachers, anyone but ourselves become blame takers for our 
sin. It isnʼt that these external things donʼt have an impact on us, just as Eve did on 
Adam, but they can never take the fall for our own sin. We own our own sin.

GRACE - GOD’S RESPONSE

! So where are we at? Weʼve seen sinʼs root, our attempts at responding to sin, 
and now we want to look at Godʼs response to our sin. Now there are a lot of pastors 
out there, thankfully Mike is not one of them, who would stand up here and preach on a 
story like this and tell you that the lesson of the story is, “donʼt be like Adam.” Donʼt fall 
for the lie, value and prize God above all, and donʼt respond to sin the wrong way. On 
the surface that sounds reasonable, but the reality is that telling us that we shouldnʼt be 
like Adam actually leaves us powerless because we canʼt not be like Adam. We canʼt 
help but repeat Adamʼs story because we are sons of Adam! Our greatest need is not to 
try not to be like Adam, but to look to the one to whom Adam points. 
! Did you know that there are two Adams in the Bible? The Bible talks about a 
second Adam. In fact, heʼs called the Son of Adan, or the Son of Man. A few thousand 
years after the first Adam was tested in the garden of Eden over a tree, a second Adam 
knelt in another garden, the Garden of Gethsemane, facing another test over a tree. 
The first Adam was tempted to partake of the fruit of the tree, the second Adam was 
tempted to not partake of the tree. Unlike the first first Adam though, who failed with 
flying colors, the second Adam passed the test and partook of the tree for us.
! The story in the garden doesnʼt end with hopelessness. God doesnʼt leave Adam 
and Eve to their sin. The garden is filled with promise because it points us to Jesus. 
Letʼs look at three specific reasons for hope:

THE GOD WHO LOOKS FOR US

! After Adam and Eve sin they run away from God. Brilliant plan right? Iʼm not sure 
what they were thinking, but sin often makes us do things that donʼt make too much 
sense. I mean they are the only people in Godʼs creation and we donʼt hear of God 
talking to or having fellowship with the animals. So is he going to forget that they exist? 
And heʼs God! He created everything around them. How do they think they can hide?? 
But notice what God does. When God knows they are hiding, he approaches them on 



their level. He doesnʼt blast them with the consuming fire of his presence, he comes 
again walking in the garden, and v. 9 holds a simple conjunction that are some of the 
sweetest words in the Bible - look at these verses together:

“And they heard the sound of the Lord God walking in the garden in the cool of the day, 
and the man and his wife hid themselves from the presence of the Lord God among the 
trees of the garden.... But the Lord God....But the Lord God called to the man and said 
to him, ʻWhere are you?ʼ”

! “But the Lord God....” Here we have Adam and Eve hiding out, not desiring to see 
God, to talk to him, to be back in relationship with him, at enmity with God - and what 
does God do? He comes to them with in the quietness of his presence and calls to 
them. “But the Lord God...” I wonder if Paul was thinking about this “But God” when he 
wrote his letter to the Ephesians. (Read Eph. 2:1-5)

One of our great reasons for hope is that we have a God who is not content to let us 
hide, but comes and calls for us - he calls us out of hiding, out of running away. He calls 
us back to himself.

THE PROMISE OF A SAVIOR

! Not only does God come look for Adam and Eve, but he lets them know that in 
the future heʼs going to do much more than that - heʼs going to provide a way to bring 
freedom from all that sin has caused. We might miss this if weʼre not looking for it, but 
look at the curse that God declares to the serpent. (Read 3:14-15)
! In the days that Genesis was written children were not usually named or talked 
about through their motherʼs line. When people said “Benjamin, son of....” it would 
always be Peter, not Carol; the father, not the mother. Yet here God says to Satan that 
there is going to be a conflict between his offspring (plural) and Eveʼs offspring 
(singular). Why would he say Eveʼs offspring? Who is the only person ever born with 
only a mother?? Jesus! This curse is a prophetic word about Jesus! God is saying that 
Jesus, though Satan “bruises his heel”, though he tries to do what he can against him, 
ultimately Jesus will bruise (or crush) his head. Jesus will ultimately be victorious over 
sin and Satan. What a promise God give here - what hope. That ultimately the loss that 
occurred in the garden will not last, but through Eveʼs offspring, through Jesus, things 
will be repaired, the world will be set right!

GARMENTS OF GRACE

! Godʼs third promise is also an act. Look at v. 21. (read) We already talked about 
it, but what had Adam and Eve been walking around in? Leaves, the first pair of fruit of 
the loom 100% organic leaf underwear! Because they need to cover their shame 
theyʼve unsuccessfully personally designed leaf underwear, and what does God do? He 
comes and brings them new clothes. New covering for their shame. And this is not 
covering that will fall apart, or dry up, or rip - it is a lasting cover - animal skins. 
! Now how do you get animal skins? You have to kill an animal to get animal skins. 
Are you tracking with me here? Do you see where we are going, where God is going 



with this? Has an animal ever been killed before? This is the first animal sacrifice in 
Scripture. And this sacrifice, like all the other Old Testament sacrifices, all the millions of 
animals slain from this very first one here in Godʼs perfect garden - just think for a 
moment of the Old Testament and the blood, the sheer number of sacrifices made at the 
temple. If you read OT law and see what for and how often animals were sacrificed 
youʼll be amazed - millions of animals killed to cover over the sin of the people. And all 
of them point to the one sacrifice made once for all. The Lamb of God slain for the sin of 
the world. Slain to cover our sin, slain to cover our shame.
! The righteous acts that we use to cover our shame - temporary and ineffective. 
Jesus righteousness covering us - permanent and effective! The sin that we carry on 
doing and loving because we want to appear unashamed? Washed in the blood and 
covered by his righteousness! What a beautiful picture God gives us of where we need 
to go to be free. Not the empty hope of “donʼt be like Adam”, “learn from Adam, donʼt 
make the same mistake twice”, but the glorious hope of being clothed, of being 
unashamed, of being washed by the sacrifice that the first sacrifice pointed to - Jesus, 
the Lamb of God.

! Adam and Eveʼs story is our story, but itʼs not ultimately about us. If we make it 
primarily about us it leaves us hopeless, but when we see how Adam points us to Jesus 
weʼre filled with hope! Jesus death on the cross exposes the worst about us - my sin, 
your sin is so bad that it took the brutal beating and excruciating death of Godʼs son to 
pay for it - whose to blame? I am. Thereʼs no blame left for anyone else. But even as I 
run and hide, and try hopelessly to get rid of and cover up my shame, God comes to me 
and in his tender voice calls to me. He covers my sin and shame and he shows me that 
I donʼt need to believe the lies of sin.
! We saw that the lie at the root of sin is that God is not who he says he is. He is 
not truly the fountain of living waters. That God and his ways are not as satisfying and 
life-giving as our idols. But the cross exposes that lie for what it is. 
! That God loved me to the extent that he sent his own Son to die on the cross 
proves his goodness toward me more than any other thing. What other religion has a 
God who comes and dies for his people. Are you having difficulty trusting that in God is 
your highest joy, in God is more good and joy than anything your own way, anything that 
sin can offer? Are you having difficulty believing that God is really good? Look to the 
second Adam, look to the cross and believe. Trust in him and share in his victory!


