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Perspective #1: COMMITTING TO LIFE IN THE KINGDOM—FOLLOWING JESUS—IS 
MY HIGHEST GOOD. 
 
“The kingdom of heaven is like treasure hidden in a field, which a man found and covered up. 
Then in his joy he goes and sells all that he has and buys that field. 45“Again, the kingdom of 
heaven is like a merchant in search of fine pearls, 46who, on finding one pearl of great value, 
went and sold all that he had and bought it.”  Matthew 13:44-46 (English Standard Version) 

 

Motivations for Entering the Kingdom 
(from “Pastoral Pensées” by D.A. Carson) 

 

• Fear of judgment (Hebrews 2:14-18; 10:31)   
 

• A release from guilt and shame 
 

• An appreciation for the truth 
 

• A need for meaning 
 

• Help with problems 
 

• To find unconditional love 
 
                                                   

Application Tip for Believers  
 

Hold a vision of Jesus in your mind for a short time each day in the coming week.  
 

• Consider the scenes of His life: 
o His teaching. 
o His execution as a common criminal among other criminals on our 

behalf. 
o See the reality of Jesus risen, His actual existence now as a person 

who is present with you. 
o See Jesus as King, ruling over the created universe. 

• And then consider all the benefits of life in the Kingdom with Jesus as King 
(outlined in this message).    

• For a short time each day, affirm Him as the pearl, the treasure, your greatest 
good. 

 



Perspective #2: HELL IS SIMPLY THE TRAJECTORY OF A SELF-ABSORBED LIFE, 
LIVED APART FROM GOD, WHICH GOES ON AND ON FOREVER.   
 
“Again, the kingdom of heaven is like a net that was thrown into the sea and gathered fish of 
every kind. 48When it was full, men drew it ashore and sat down and sorted the good into 
containers but threw away the bad. 49So it will be at the end of the age. The angels will come 
out and separate the evil from the righteous 50and throw them into the fiery furnace. In that place 
there will be weeping and gnashing of teeth.”  Matthew 13:47-50 (ESV) 
 
“. . . The harvest is the end of the age, . . . 43Then the righteous will shine like the sun in the 
kingdom of their Father.”  Matthew 13:39b, 43 (ESV) 

 
Net = the good news of the Kingdom 
The net being thrown out into the sea = the gospel of the Kingdom going out into the 
whole earth 
The fish of every kind = people all over the world who hear the gospel of the Kingdom 
The net being drawn and the fish sorted = judgment at the end of the age 
 

Why Does Hell Exist? 
 

• . . . because the God of love is also the God of justice. 
 
“Think how we feel when we see someone we love ravaged by unwise actions  
or relationships.  Do we respond with benign tolerance as we might toward 
strangers? Far from it . . . Anger isn’t the opposite of love. Hate is, and the final 
form of hate is indifference . . . God’s wrath is not a cranky explosion, but his 
settled opposition to cancer . . . which is eating out the insides of the human race 
he loves with his whole being.”  
(From “Hope Has Its Reasons” by Rebecca Pippert) 
 
The Lord is righteous in all his ways and loving toward all he has made. 20The Lord 
watches over those who love him, but all the wicked he will destroy.    
Psalm 145:17, 20 (NIV) 

 

• . . . because people have a God-given freedom to choose life apart from 
Him. 

 
“Evil” = Greek = poneros = active rebellion against God 
 

Whoever is not with me is against me, and whoever does not gather with me scatters. 
Matthew 12:30 (ESV) 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 



“Even in this life we can see the kind of soul disintegration that self-centeredness 
creates. We know how selfishness and self-absorption leads to piercing 
bitterness, nauseating envy, paralyzing anxiety . . . and the mental denials and 
distortions that accompany them. Now ask the question: ‘What if when we die we 
don’t end, but spiritually our live extends on into eternity?’ Hell, then, is the 
trajectory of a soul, living a self-absorbed, self-centered life, going on and on 
forever.” (From “The Reason for God” by Tim Keller) 

 
 
 

Application Tip for Seekers/Skeptics 
 
Consider these questions: 

• Do you have a nagging fear that you are on a trajectory to an eternity without 
God? 

• Do you have guilt and regrets that continue to nag at your heart? 
• Do you suspect that you’re just getting transient truth in this culture? 
• Do you find that meaning and purpose seem elusive? Are you tired of creating 

your own meaning? 
• Finally, are you aware of a void in your heart, a need for the unconditional love  

of God? 
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