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Big-Picture Truth: The Good News is God’s News.

For am | now seeking the approval of man, or of God? Or am | trying to please man? If | were
still trying to please man, | would not be a servant of Christ. "' For | would have you know,
brothers, that the gospel that was preached by me is not man's gospel. "*For | did not receive
it from any man, nor was | taught it, but | received it through a revelation of Jesus Christ. "*For
you have heard of my former life in Judaism, how | persecuted the church of God violently and
tried to destroy it. *And | was advancing in Judaism beyond many of my own age among my
people, so extremely zealous was | for the traditions of my fathers. ">But when he who had set
me apart before | was born, and who called me by his grace, "®was pleased to reveal his Son
to me, in order that | might preach him among the Gentiles, | did not immediately consult with
anyone; ""nor did | go up to Jerusalem to those who were apostles before me, but went away
into Arabia, and returned again to Damascus.®Then after three years | went up to Jerusalem to
visit Cephas and remained with him fifteen days. "*But | saw none of the other apostles except
James the Lord's brother. %°(In what | am writing to you, before God, | do not lie!) 2’ Then | went
into the regions of Syria and Cilicia. *?And | was still unknown in person to the churches of
Judea that are in Christ. 2They only were hearing it said, “He who used to persecute us is now
preaching the faith he once tried to destroy.” **And they glorified God because of me.
Galatians 1:10-24 (English Standard Version)

The Gospel is God’s self-revelation. (See Galatians 1:11-12)

“Reality, in fact, is usually something you could not have guessed. That is one of the
reasons | believe Christianity. It is a religion that you could not have guessed. If it
offered us just the kind of universe we had always expected, | should feel we were
making it up. But, in fact, it is not the sort of thing anyone would have made up. It has
just that queer twist about it that real things have.”

(From Mere Christianity by C.S. Lewis)

One who heard us was a woman named Lydla, from the city of Thyratira, a seller of purple
goods, who was a worshiper of God. The Lord opened her heart to pay attention to what was
said by Paul. Acts 16:14 (ESV)

... God. .. made his light shine in our hearts to give us the light of the knowledge of the glory
of God in the face of Christ. 2 Corinthians 4:6 (New International Version)



God’s Good News is a reflection of God’s grace.
... the gospel of God’s grace. Acts 20:24 (NIV)

But when he who had set me apart before | was born, and who called me by his grace, "®was
pleased to reveal his Son to me . . . Galatians 1:15-16a (ESV)

God saved you by his grace when you believed. And you can't take credit for this; it is a gift from
God. °Salvation is not a reward for the good things we have done, so none of us can boast
about it. Ephesians 2:8-9 (New Living Translation)

“Grace is the free, unmerited favor of God, working powerfully on the mind and heart to
change lives”. (Tim Keller in Galatians for You.)

God’s Gospel of grace transforms our lives. (See Galatians 1:13-14; 21-24)

For you have heard of my former life in Judaism, how | persecuted the church of God violently
and tried to destroy it. "*And | was advancing in Judaism beyond many of my own age among
my people, so extremely zealous was | for the traditions of my fathers.

Galatians 1:13-14 (ESV)

Then | went into the regions of Syria and Cilicia. ?And | was still unknown in person to the
churches of Judea that are in Christ. 2 They only were hearing it said, “He who used to
persecute us is now preaching the faith he once tried to destroy.”?*And they glorified God
because of me. Galatians 1:21-24 (ESV)

For the grace of God that brings salvation has appeared to all men. 2|t teaches us to say “No”

to ungodliness and worldly passions, and to live self-controlled, upright and godly lives in this
present age. ... Titus 2:11-12 (NIV)
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