
A Listener or a Doer? 
James 1:19-27 

Pastor Art Hunt                     July 11-12, 2015 
 
 

 
 
Big-Picture Truth: When Christ-followers internalize and then practice God’s Word, 
they live a blessed life. 
 
 
The Core Command and Promise: BELIEVERS MUST RECEIVE GOD’S WORD AND 
ACT ON IT; WHEN THEY DO, TRUE FREEDOM, REAL BLESSING IS THE RESULT. 
  
. . . receive with meekness the implanted word, which is able to save your souls.  22But be doers 
of the word, and not hearers only, deceiving yourselves. 23For if anyone is a hearer of the word 
and not a doer, he is like a man who looks intently at his natural face in a mirror. 24For he looks 
at himself and goes away and at once forgets what he was like. 25But the one who looks into the 
perfect law, the law of liberty, and perseveres, being no hearer who forgets but a doer who acts, 
he will be blessed in his doing. James 1:21b-25 (ESV) 
 

• Believers are to receive God’s Word. 

 

Salvation is spoken of as in the past because Christ’s work for us on the cross 
happened in the past. (See Romans 8:24) 
 
But, Salvation is also spoken of as in the future because the full experience of 
salvation will not be ours until Jesus comes a second time. (See 1 Peter 1:5, 13) 
 
Finally, salvation is spoken of as in the present because, daily, believers experience 
more and more of the effects of salvation in our lives. (See 1 Corinthians 1:18 and 
Romans 13:11)                  

 
 
     
                    Three Questions About “Receiving” 
 
o What is my plan to regularly receive God’s Word? 

 
o How am I inviting God’s Word deep into my soul so that it changes my 

heart and mind? 
 

o What will I do to improve my reception of God’s Word? 
 
 
 



• Believers are also to be doers of the Word. 

 

 

 

                                 Three Questions About “Doing” 
 

o How do I respond when my behavior isn’t consistent with God’s Word?  
Deceive myself or turn to God for help? 
 

o If I had an honest conversation with Jesus, would He say I am deeply 
concerned about being a “doer of the Word”? 
 

o What will I do to become a more consistent doer of the Word? 
 
 

 
 
James’ examples: WHAT IT LOOKS LIKE TO BE A DOER 
 
 
Know this, my beloved brothers: let every person be quick to hear, slow to speak, slow to anger; 
20for the anger of man does not produce the righteousness of God. 21Therefore put away all 
filthiness and rampant wickedness and receive with meekness the implanted word, . . . 26If 
anyone thinks he is religious and does not bridle his tongue but deceives his heart, this person’s 
religion is worthless. 27Religion that is pure and undefiled before God, the Father, is this: to visit 
orphans and widows in their affliction, and to keep oneself unstained from the world. 
James 1:19-21; 26-27 (ESV) 
 
Father of the fatherless and protector of widows is God in his holy habitation. Psalm 68:5 (ESV) 
 
 

 
 

Two Final Questions 
 

o If God were to write out three examples in my life where I need to better 
receive and act on His Word, what would they be? 
 
 

o What will I do to experience greater transformation in one of these three 
areas? 
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