
Taking God at His Word          Message 9           March 26-27, 2011  

      
Taking God at His Word 

1 Kings 13 
 

See 1 Kings 13:1-24 (New International Version). 
 
The way to benefit from God’s Word is to respond to its message. 

 
● WHEN GOD’S WORD SPEAKS MERCY, WE NEED TO RESPOND WITH  

REPENTANCE. 1 Kings 13:1-10 
       
Jeroboam also erected buildings at the pagan shrines and ordained priests from the  
common people—those who were not from the priestly tribe of Levi. 32And Jeroboam  
instituted a religious festival in Bethel, held on the fifteenth day of the eighth month,  
in imitation of the annual Festival of Shelters in Judah. There at Bethel he himself 
offered sacrifices to the calves he had made, and he appointed priests for the pagan 
shrines he had made. 33So on the fifteenth day of the eighth month, a day that he 
himself had designated, Jeroboam offered sacrifices on the altar at Bethel. He  
instituted a religious festival for Israel, and he went up to the altar to burn incense. 
1 Kings 12:31-33 (New Living Translation) 
 
When God saw what they did and how they turned from their evil ways, he had  
compassion and did not bring upon them the destruction he had threatened. 4:1But 
Jonah was greatly displeased and became angry. 2He prayed to the LORD, “O LORD,  
is this not what I said when I was still at home? That is why I was so quick to flee to 
Tarshish. I knew that you are a gracious and compassionate God, slow to anger and 
abounding in love, a God who relents from sending calamity.” Jonah 3:10-4:2 (NIV) 
 

Repentance = a heartfelt sorrow for sin, a renouncing of it, and a sincere  
commitment to forsake it and walk in obedience to God 
 
Even after this, Jeroboam did not change his evil ways, but once more appointed  
priests for the high places from all sorts of people. Anyone who wanted to become  
a priest he consecrated for the high places. 34This was the sin of the house of  
Jeroboam that led to its downfall and to its destruction from the face of the earth. 
1 Kings 13:33-34 (NIV)  
 
Or perhaps you despise his great kindness, tolerance, and patience. Surely you  
know that God is kind, because he is trying to lead you to repent. 
Romans 2:4 (Good News Bible) 

● WHEN GOD’S WORD SPEAKS SAFETY, WE NEED TO OBEY ITS  
BOUNDARIES. 1 Kings 13:11-24 
 
Every part of Scripture is God-breathed and useful one way or another—showing  
us truth, exposing our rebellion, correcting our mistakes, training us to live God’s way. 
Through the Word we are put together and shaped up for the tasks God has for us.   
2 Timothy 3:16 (The Message) 
 
I will never neglect your instructions, because by them you have kept me alive.   
Psalm 119:93 (GNB) 
 
When the prophet who had brought him back from his journey heard of it, he said, “It  
is the man of God who defied the word of the LORD. The LORD has given him over to  
the lion, which has mauled him and killed him, as the word of the LORD had warned 
him.” 1 Kings 13:26 (NIV) 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

● WHEN GOD’S WORD SPEAKS TRUTH, WE NEED TO BE SHAPED BY IT.   
 

Shaped by the Word = believing it, obeying it, being guided by it, being motivated 
by it, being changed by it  
 
We ask God to fill you with the knowledge of his will, with all the wisdom and  
understanding that his Spirit gives. 10Then you will be able to live as the Lord wants  
and will always do what pleases him. Your lives will produce all kinds of good deeds, 
and you will grow in your knowledge of God. Colossians 1:9b-10 (GNB) 
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By the word of the LORD a man of God came from Judah to Bethel, as Jeroboam was 
standing by the altar to make an offering. 2He cried out against the altar by the word of the 
LORD: “O altar, altar! This is what the LORD says: ‘A son named Josiah will be born to the 
house of David. On you he will sacrifice the priests of the high places who now make 
offerings here, and human bones will be burned on you.’ ” 3That same day the man of God 
gave a sign: “This is the sign the LORD has declared: The altar will be split apart and the 
ashes on it will be poured out.” 4When King Jeroboam heard what the man of God cried out 
against the altar at Bethel, he stretched out his hand from the altar and said, “Seize him!” 
But the hand he stretched out toward the man shriveled up, so that he could not pull it back. 
5Also, the altar was split apart and its ashes poured out according to the sign given by the 
man of God by the word of the LORD. 6Then the king said to the man of God, “Intercede with 
the LORD your God and pray for me that my hand may be restored.” So the man of God 
interceded with the LORD, and the king’s hand was restored and became as it was before.  
7The king said to the man of God, “Come home with me and have something to eat, and I 
will give you a gift.” 8But the man of God answered the king, “Even if you were to give me 
half your possessions, I would not go with you, nor would I eat bread or drink water here.  
9For I was commanded by the word of the LORD: ‘You must not eat bread or drink water or 
return by the way you came.’ ” 10So he took another road and did not return by the way he 
had come to Bethel.  11Now there was a certain old prophet living in Bethel, whose sons 
came and told him all that the man of God had done there that day. They also told their 
father what he had said to the king. 12Their father asked them, “Which way did he go?” And 
his sons showed him which road the man of God from Judah had taken. 13So he said to his 
sons, “Saddle the donkey for me.” And when they had saddled the donkey for him, he 
mounted it 14and rode after the man of God. He found him sitting under an oak tree and 
asked, “Are you the man of God who came from Judah?”  “I am,” he replied. 15So the 
prophet said to him, “Come home with me and eat.”  16The man of God said, “I cannot turn 
back and go with you, nor can I eat bread or drink water with you in this place. 17I have been 
told by the word of the LORD: ‘You must not eat bread or drink water there or return by the 
way you came.’ ” 18The old prophet answered, “I too am a prophet, as you are. And an 
angel said to me by the word of the LORD: ‘Bring him back with you to your house so that he 
may eat bread and drink water.’ ” (But he was lying to him.) 19So the man of God returned 
with him and ate and drank in his house. 20While they were sitting at the table, the word of 
the LORD came to the old prophet who had brought him back. 21He cried out to the man of 
God who had come from Judah, “This is what the LORD says: ‘You have defied the word of 
the LORD and have not kept the command the LORD your God gave you. 22You came back 
and ate bread and drank water in the place where he told you not to eat or drink. Therefore 
your body will not be buried in the tomb of your fathers.’ ” 23When the man of God had 
finished eating and drinking, the prophet who had brought him back saddled his donkey for 
him. 24As he went on his way, a lion met him on the road and killed him, and his body was 
thrown down on the road, with both the donkey and the lion standing beside it.  
1 Kings 13:1-24 (NIV) 


