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The Take-Home Truth: You can’t have it both ways! 
 

• Churches can’t both honor God and ignore sin among its members. 

• Believers can’t have the protection and support of the Christian community while  
knowingly embracing immorality. 
 
 

The command: THE CHURCH MUST NOT TOLERATE SEXUAL SIN, AND 
CHRISTIANS MUST NOT EMBRACE SEXUAL SIN. 
 
It is actually reported that there is sexual immorality among you, and of a kind that is not  
tolerated even among pagans, for a man has his father’s wife. 2And you are arrogant! Ought  
you not rather to mourn? . . . 6Your boasting is not good. 
1 Corinthians 5:1-2a, 6a (English Standard Version) 
 

Sexual immorality = Greek = porneia = any kind of extra-marital, sexual sin 
 
Do you not know that a little leaven leavens the whole lump? 7Cleanse out the old leaven that  
you may be a new lump, as you really are unleavened. For Christ, our Passover lamb, has been  
sacrificed. 8Let us therefore celebrate the festival, not with the old leaven, the leaven of malice  
and evil, but with the unleavened bread of sincerity and truth. 1 Corinthians 5:6b-8 (ESV) 
 

The “leaven” metaphor: Just as the leaven contained in a small lump of leavened bread  
works its way through a larger loaf, so the “leaven” of immorality can work its way  
through a Christian community until the whole community is spiritually infected and 
contaminated by it. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



The rationale: FOR THE GOOD OF EACH BELIEVER, THE CHRISTIAN 
COMMUNITY MUST DISCIPLINE ANY BROTHER OR SISTER WHO 
EMBRACES SEXUAL SIN. 
 
Let him who has done this be removed from among you. 3For though absent in body, I am  
present in spirit; and as if present, I have already pronounced judgment on the one who did  
such a thing. 4When you are assembled in the name of the Lord Jesus and my spirit is present,  
with the power of our Lord Jesus, 5you are to deliver this man to Satan for the destruction of the  
flesh, so that his spirit may be saved in the day of the Lord . . . 9I wrote to you in my letter not to  
associate with sexually immoral people — 10not at all meaning the sexually immoral of this  
world, or the greedy and swindlers, or idolaters, since then you would need to go out of the  
world. 11But now I am writing to you not to associate with anyone who bears the name of brother  
if he is guilty of sexual immorality or greed, or is an idolater, reviler, drunkard, or swindler—not  
even to eat with such a one. 12For what have I to do with judging outsiders? Is it not those inside  
the church whom you are to judge? 13God judges those outside. “Purge the evil person from  
among you.” 1 Corinthians 5:2b-5; 9-13 (ESV) 
 

• Question #1: What does it mean to “not associate with a sexually immoral  
Christian”? 

 
If anyone does not obey what we say in this letter, take note of that person, and have  
nothing to do with him, that he may be ashamed. 15Do not regard him as an enemy, but  
warn him as a brother. 2 Thessalonians 3:14-15 (ESV) 
 

“Have nothing to do” = do not “mix up together” 
 
 

 

• Question #2: How is what we read here in 1 Corinthians consistent with Christ’s  
words not to judge others? (See Matthew 7.) 
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