July 4-5, 2009

Dreams Do Come True
Genesis 37-50

Today’s passages of Scripture provide four reminders for believers as we seek
to understand God’s plan for our life, especially in times of uncertainty.

o Reminder #1: God does have a plan for our lives.

Jacob lived in the land where his father had stayed, the land of Canaan. *This is

the account of Jacob. Joseph, a young man of seventeen, was tending the flocks
with his brothers, the sons of Bilhah and the sons of Zilpah, his father’s wives, and
he brought their father a bad report about them. *Now Israel loved Joseph more than
any of his other sons, because he had been born to him in his old age; and he made
a richly ornamented robe for him. *“When his brothers saw that their father loved him
more than any of them, they hated him and could not speak a kind word to him.
®Joseph had a dream, and when he told it to his brothers, they hated him all the
more. ®He said to them, “Listen to this dream | had: "We were binding sheaves of
grain out in the field when suddenly my sheaf rose and stood upright, while your
sheaves gathered around mine and bowed down to it.” His brothers said to him,
“Do you intend to reign over us? Will you actually rule us?” And they hated him all
the more because of his dream and what he had said. °Then he had another

dream, and he told it to his brothers. “Listen,” he said, “| had another dream, and
this time the sun and moon and eleven stars were bowing down to me.” "°When he
told his father as well as his brothers, his father rebuked him and said, “What is this
dream you had? Will your mother and | and your brothers actually come and bow
down to the ground before you?” ""His brothers were jealous of him, but his father
kept the matter in mind. Genesis 37:1-11 (New International Version)

For we are God’s workmanship, created in Christ Jesus to do good works, which
God prepared in advance for us to do. Ephesians 2:10 (NIV)

“Before | formed you in the womb | knew you, before you were born | set you
apart; . . . Jeremiah 1:5a (NIV)

Reminder #2: God has us go through a process of preparation to
accomplish His plan.

God used three disciplines in Joseph'’s life to prepare him.

1.

The Discipline of Service

Now Joseph had been taken down to Egypt. Potiphar, an Egyptian who was one
of Pharaoh’s officials, the captain of the guard, bought him from the Ishmaelites
who had taken him there. ’The LORD was with Joseph and he prospered, and he
lived in the house of his Eqyptian master. *When his master saw that the LORD
was with him and that the LORD gave him success in everything he did, *Joseph
found favor in his eyes and became his attendant. Potiphar put him in charge of
his household, and he entrusted to his care everything he owned. °From the time
he put him in charge of his household and of all that he owned, the LORD blessed
the household of the Egyptian because of Joseph. The blessing of the LORD was
on everything Potiphar had, both in the house and in the field. °So he left in
Joseph’s care everything he had; with Joseph in charge, he did not concern
himself with anything except the food he ate. Genesis 39:1-6a (NIV)

The Discipline of Self-Control

Now Joseph was well-built and handsome, "and after a while his master’s wife

took notice of Joseph and said, “Come to bed with me!” 8But he refused. “With me
in charge,” he told her, “my master does not concern himself with anything in the
house; everything he owns he has entrusted to my care. °No one is greater in this
house than | am. My master has withheld nothing from me except you, because
you are his wife. How then could | do such a wicked thing and sin against God?”
"%And though she spoke to Joseph day after day, he refused to go to bed with her
or even be with her. ""One day he went into the house to attend to his duties, and
none of the household servants was inside. ">She caught him by his cloak and said,
“Come to bed with me!” But he left his cloak in her hand and ran out of the house.
"SWhen she saw that he had left his cloak in her hand and had run out of the house,
"“she called her household servants. “Look,” she said to them, “this Hebrew has
been brought to us to make sport of us! He came in here to sleep with me, but |
screamed. "°When he heard me scream for help, he left his cloak beside me and
ran out of the house.” ®She kept his cloak beside her until his master came home.
""Then she told him this story: “That Hebrew slave you brought us came to me to
make sport of me. "®But as soon as | screamed for help, he left his cloak beside

me and ran out of the house.” Genesis 39:6b-18 (NIV)



3. The Discipline of Suffering

When his master heard the story his wife told him, saying, “This is how your
slave treated me,” he burned with anger. °Joseph’s master took him and put
him in prison, the place where the king’s prisoners were confined. But while
Joseph was there in the prison, *'the LORD was with him; he showed him
kindness and granted him favor in the eyes of the prison warden. *?So the
warden put Joseph in charge of all those held in the prison, and he was made
responsible for all that was done there. *The warden paid no attention to
anything under Joseph’s care, because the LORD was with Joseph and gave
him success in whatever he did. Genesis 39:19-23 (NIV)

Not only so, but we also rejoice in our sufferings, because we know that
suffering produces perseverance; 4perseverance, character; and character,
hope. *And hope does not disappoint us, because God has poured out his
love into our hearts by the Holy Spirit, whom he has given us.

Romans 5:3-5 (NIV)

e Reminder #3: Make the most of your time during the process.

Three ways to do this:

1.

Be watchful - Make the most of every opportunity.

Devote yourselves to prayer, being watchful and thankful. °Be wise in the
way you act toward outsiders; make the most of every opportunity.
Colossians 4:2, 5 (NIV)

Be faithful in the ‘little.’

“Whoever can be trusted with very little can also be trusted with much, and
whoever is dishonest with very little will also be dishonest with much.”
Luke 16:10 (NIV)

Don’t miss seeing God’s grace in your process.

But Joseph said to them, “Don’t be afraid. Am I in the place of God? *You

intended to harm me, but God intended it for good to accomplish what is
now being done, the saving of many lives.” Genesis 50:19-20 (NIV)

Reminder #4: Trust God through the process.

Trust in the LORD with all your heart and lean not on your own understanding;
%n all your ways acknowledge him, and he will make your paths straight.
Proverbs 3:5-6 (NIV)

And we know that in all things God works for the good of those who love him,
who have been called according to his purpose. Romans 8:28 (NIV)
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